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Once again the latest and most innovative applications and instrumentation developments will be on show pushing the boundaries of analysis and discovery in the biological and physical sciences. The M&M 2015 meeting will feature two plenary lectures, 40 symposia covering a broad range of Biological, Physical and Analytical topics, two memorial symposia, numerous educational opportunities in the form of single day and full week courses and tutorials, multiple pre-meeting events including nine short courses, and a pre-meeting workshop on Measuring Materials' Functionalities and Dynamics in Liquid and Gaseous Environments in the TEM. Participating societies will all announce their awards recognizing scientific contributions that span the range from talented undergraduates to a lifetime of leadership.
Nobel Prize winner, Professor Roger Tsien, of The University of California, San Diego, will be our first of two Our second plenary speaker will be NASA astronaut, Dr. Don Pettit who will be enlightening our meeting participants on the challenges of doing microscopy in space. Dr. Pettit is a veteran NASA astronaut who has spent a total of 370 days in space over three separate spaceflights. He Two symposia will honor the memory of leaders in the biological and physical sciences of microscopy. The late Dr. Robert P. Apkarian (1953 Apkarian ( -2006 will be recognized for his life; his work in the field of biological electron microscopy; and his service to MSA and other microscopy societies. The symposium is entitled " The Robert P.
Apkarian Memorial Symposium on Advances in High Resolution Scanning Electron Microscopy." The second memorial symposium is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Peter Swann, noted researcher and inventor of many microscopy accessories, and the first President of Gatan, Inc. "Bringing the Real World in to the Electron Microscope" will be the physical sciences symposium in his honor.
Other Previous M&M meetings featured unique learning opportunities, which will be continued this year with premeeting and in-meeting courses taught by specialists in their fields. Sunday, Aug. 2, nine pre-meeting short courses are offered, ranging from immunolabeling technology for light and EM, to practical considerations for quantitative image analysis for both biological and physical sciences. For more information go to http://www.microscopy.org/MandM/2015/meetings/Schedule-at-a-Glance.pdf and look at the Sunday Short Course list. In-meeting intensive courses will focus on these two topics: Introduction to SEM Imaging and Xray Compositional Analysis, and Specimen Preparation for Biological Microscopy. We also will showcase our educational opportunities for broader audiences of all ages: Project Micro; Microscopy in the Classroom; and It's a Family Affair.
As is typical, M&M 2015 will have the largest microscopy instrument exhibition in the world. More than 100 companies will display their latest equipment and services. The 
